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Message Text 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 BOGOTA 09573 261601Z 
50 

ACTION EB-06 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-06 ISO-OO STR-01 TRSE-00 COME-OO RSC-01 

L-01 SS-15 NSC-05 /036W 

007993 

P 261456Z OCT 74 

FM AMEMBASSY BOGOTA 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 5468 

UNCLAS BOGOTA 9573 

E O 1 1652 NA 
TAGS EINDCO 

SUBJ: REQUEST FOR POSTPONEMENT OF COLOMBIA LABELING REQUIREMENTS 
REF A. STATE 228867 B. STATE 235439 

1. DECREE 1 188 OF JUNE 25/74 IS COLOMBIAN NATIONAL DANGEROUS 

DRUGS LAW. CHAPTER 3, ARTICLES 13-21 DEVOTED TO ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 
AND TOBACCO. 

2. EMB HAS CONTACTED SOURCES IN MIN OF JUSTICE REGARDING APPLICATION 
OF LABELING REQUIREMENTS CONTAINED INCHAPTER 3. SOURCES INFORMED 
US THAT ALTHOUGH REQUIREMENTS TECHNICALLY IN EFFECT. FOR ALL 
PRACTICAL PURPOSES THEY WILT. NOT BECOME EFFECTIVE AND CANNOT BE 
ENFORCED UNTIL IMPLEMENTING REGS ISSUED. A PROCESSESTIMATED TO 
INVOLVE AN ADDITIONAL 2-3 MONTHS. 

3. PROVISIONS OF CHAPT 3 HAVE DRAWN CONSIDERABLE AND HIGHLY 
PUBLICIZED CRITICISM FROM LOCAL ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES INDUSTRY 
WHICH HAS THREATENED TO SUSPEND PRODUCTION IF REQUIREMENTS ENFORCED 
IN THE NEARFUTURE. UK EMB APPROACH TO GOC HAS ALSO BEEN WIDELY 
PUBLICIZED. 

4. EMB PLANS APPROACH MINISTRIES OF HEALTH AND FORN RELATIONS 
NEXT WEEK AND WILL REPORT RESULTS. VAKY 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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